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you have been a Suclra (low caste), now you are a Brahman
and a Brahmachari (Brahman student)". The boy is now
supposed to become a begging Brahman. That evening
he goes to the village temple, worships the village god
and on his return begs alms from his mother and other
close relations. For ten or twelve days he learns the
sandhyas or evening prayers, worships the tulsi plant or
holy basil and then rejoins his family. A number of
intricate ceremonies follow. On their completion, the
family priest flings a waistcloth over his shoulders, bids
him never bathe in the evening, never look at naked
women, never commit adultery, never run, never climb
trees, never go into a well, never swim in a riyer. "Up
to this time," the priest continues, "you have been a
Brahmachari; now you are a snatak or householder."

This point reached, the boy starts out as if to go on a
journey. His maternal uncle or other near relation feigns
surprise and asks him where he is going. He replies, "To
Benares;" in other words he proposes to become a reli-
gious anchorite on the banks of the holy Ganges. The
boy's relations crowd round him and beg him not to go,
promising to find him a wife. He consents to put off his
pilgrimage, goes back to his house and the thread-girding
ceremony ends with a feast*.

The family have now to keep thoir promise and find
the lad a wife. Negotiations are opened with the parents
of a girl of a suitable age and rank, A good deal of
haggling ensues and the negotiations often fall through.
If they are successful, the family astrologer is called in to
fix a lucky day. The marriage ceremonies extend over a
long period, but I shall at once come to the day before the
wedding. In the evening the boy chesses himself in a new
turban and shawl given him by his betrothed's relatives
and his sister ties to his headdress a garland of flowers.
With a cocoanut in his hand the boy worships his house-
hold gods and gives them the cocoanut. He next bows

* The lost part of the thread-girding   ceremony is called the Sod Munj.